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WASHINGTON (UPI) =-THE AMERICAN CIVIL LIBERTIES UNION (ACLU) | 
ICHARGED IN A REPORT RELEASED MONDAY THAT “ATTACKS ON THE PRESS BY THE | x 
OFFICERS OF GOVERNMENT HAVE BECOME SO WIDESPREAD AND ALL-PERVASIVE THATS 
THEY CONSTITUTE A MASSIVE FEDERAL-LEVEL ATTEMPT TO SUBVERT THE LETTER f 
AND INTENT OF THE FIRST AMENDMENT." x 
THE ACLU SAID THE NIXON ADMINISTRATION'S ATTEMPT TO CENSOR a 
THE NEWS MEDIA HAD BEEN DOCUMENTED BY FRED POWLEDGE DURING DISCUSSIONS > 
o> 


WITH 45 NEWS EXECUTIVES AND NEWSMEN. © 

POWL.EDGE SAID THE GOVERNMENT HAD FIRST BEGUN TO "CHILL THE a; 
PRESS" AFTER VICE PRESIDENT SPIRO T. AGNEW GAVE A SPEECH IN 1969 an 
CRITICIZING THE NEWS COVERAGE OFFERED BY THE TELEVISION NETWORKS. i 
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RESIDENT OF CBS NEWS. THE ACLU $s 
ERLICHMAN £& 

; ONVERSAT 10M 
“WITH SALANT AND HAD CALLED HIM "A HATCHET MAN." mae 

POWLEDGE ALSO SAID A REPORTER FOR THE LOS ANGELES TIMES HAD 
BEEN SMEARED" "AS A MAN "WHO DRINKS TOO MUCH" BY AN FBI AGENT, AFTER 
THE REPORTER HAD WRITTEN ARTICLES CONSIDERED EMBARRASSING TO THE FBI. 
| IN THE REPORT, POWLEDGE CONCLUDED THAT THE ATTACK BY THENCLOSURE 
| | ADMINISTRATION HAD OF TEN RESULTED IN "A SUBTLE TENDENCY-~ALMOST 
| IMPOSSIBLE TO DOCUMENT OR MEASURE--OF THE PRESS ITSELF TO PULL BACK; 
| [TO CONSIDER THE CONTROVERSIALITY OF ITS ACTIONS BEFORE IT TAKES THEM, 
| AND THEN, IN SOME CASES, NOT TO TAKE THOSE ACTIONS--TO ENGAGE IN SELF- 
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M * ‘AA 4 
"r ndum SEs 
Casper 
Conrad 
TO Mr. Felt DATE: 9/ 28/ T1 a 
Beer 
FROM T. E. va Walters 
Tle Aeon 
ty ~ A Holmes 
SUBJECT: _ FRED aw a oe oe or 
OAMERICAN CIVIL LIBERTIES UNION. Ton | 
ge Ss oS . 3 Le 
\ s : i ai G / ig 
In a United Press International ticker story: dated 9/28/71, “, 
. it is reflected that the American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU), in a N h 
- report prepared by the above-captioned individual, reported On-§0- called a 
"attacks on the press" by members of the Government. In the story it is By = 
stated that Powledge said a reporter for the "Los Angeles Times" had been ý 
smeared as a man 'who drinks too much" by an FBI Agent after the reporter » E 
had written articles considered embarrassing to the FBI. The Director INN x 
has asked, "What about this?" and ''Who is Powledge? H." 
= 
For the Director's information, our files reflect that c 
Powledge was a reporter in 1964 and 1965 for the "New York Times" and 8 
in 1970 was described as a "free lance journalist specializing in n urban and Fe 
racial problems." It will be recalled that by letter of August 30, 1971, a 
addressed to Bishop, Powledge advised that Jack Nelson of the "LoS Angeles T 
Times, " (whose animosity toward, and vicious campaign against the Bureau a 
is well-known to the Director} had shown Powledge his exchange of = 
correspondence with Bishop in January, 1971. Powledge asked why Bishop i 
declined to answer certain of the questions proposed by Nelson and also z 
asked Bishop if the latter had ever referred to Nelson's drinking habits in _ fe 
conversation with others. > 


By letter of September 8, 1971, the Director advised Powledge 


|e he was familiar with the exchange of correspondence between Bishop 


and Messrs. Nelson and Ronald Ostrow of the "Los Angeles Timess" that 
he was thoroughly in agreement with Bishop's handling of the matter; that 
over the years it has been the policy of the Bureau to answer valid inquiries 
from the news media and the public; and that Bishop made every effort to 
cooperate in answering the inquiries of Nelson and Ostrow until it became 
obvious that some of.their que stions were so tainted with false implications 
as to have strong-overtones of harassment, Attached hereto is a copy of 


Powledge's létter to Bishop of fee taio iat S reply terhingce 93 
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